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Hello,
It’s a joy this week to see  
My Weekly focus so much 
attention on plants and 
flowers. The winter, due to 
our situation, felt like the 
longest I have ever known 
and as I look across at bare 
trees from my window, I’m 
dreaming of the day they 
burst into colour. 

When you live in a city, no 
tree or tub of flowers is 
taken for granted. So much 
so that today, I signed a 
petition against a developer 
trying to cut down a 
12-metre Mimosa. 

When I lived in the 
country, no one would have 
batted an eyelid but here in 
under two days, 800 
supporters are gunning for 
the council department 
responsible.  

Sometimes though, when 
something is removed it 
creates a space for us to 
learn. I have a laptop but 
much to the hilarity of 
younger people in my 
life, I hate the little 
inbuilt mouse pad. 
Outside of the very 
basic I just can’t 
use it and don’t 
want to use it, so I 
carry around a little 
plug-in mouse. It’s 
camp, gorgeous, covered in 
diamanté and has travelled 
the world. Last week, however 
– total panic – I mislaid it! How 
would I cope? I couldn’t cut 
and paste without it. No one 
was around to help, so I went 
onto YouTube, found a mouse 
pad tutorial and now I’m an 
expert. It’s amazing what we 
can learn when we have to, 
isn’t it? I still prefer a mouse, 
but I’m secure in the 
knowledge I can add this skill 
to my self-sufficiency list 
alongside my ability to put  
up a shelf and unblock just 
about anything.P

IC
T

U
R

E
S

: 
A

L
IS

O
N

 W
E

B
S

T
E

R
, 

S
H

U
T

T
E

R
S

T
O

C
K

What do you 
do every day 
that makes 

your life 
easier? Here 

are your  
Top Tips!

Anthea Turner 
How I See It...

WE WANT YOUR TIPS!  Send your terrific tips 
and photos to Bright Ideas at the address on 
page 4 and we’ll pay £25 for every one used.

Bright      

Ideas

Finally (with time on my 
hands) I have been thinking 
about the underestimation of 
Time. How many times do you 
get asked to do something 
and the person making the 
request uses the words, “It’ll 
only take 10 minutes”? 

It’s a total lie, yet we say 
it because it sounds 
plausible and much better 

than, “It could take half 
an hour or maybe the 
entire afternoon”. A 

friend of mine, 
Ross Kelly, who’s 
known me for 
years, will always 

state, “If Anthea 
Turner says, ‘I’ll be 

leaving the house in 
10 minutes’ she’s 

standing in the bathroom, 
still in her underwear 
blow-drying her hair.” Sad 
but true. 

But what about cooks who 
under-state recipe 
preparation times? I made a 
meal last night that clearly 
stated 20 minutes – I’m 
quick, and it took 40!

I’m off now to do a quick 
supermarket shop. I told 
Mark I’ll be back within the 
hour. I know he knows it’s a 
lie but hey, it sounds better 
than the truth. 
Love, Anthea X

WIN
£25

I use a sticky note to 
remove light dust from 
vertical blinds; simply 
take one and run it down 
the length of the slats. 
The dust will attach to  
the adhesive for 
effortless cleaning. 
Mark Attwood, Hampshire 

This string-tidy box keeps 
it neat and easy to 
unwind. Put your string in 
and make a hole so it’s 
easy to pull out and cut.  
Alison Veasey,
Isle of Man

To get rid of stubborn stains on chopping boards, use half 
a lemon and rub salt into the board in circular motions.  
Kendra Seville, Prenton 

Once dry, crush up egg 
shells and sprinkle round 
the base of young plants. 
This will deter slugs and 
snails. Better than pellets! 
Valerie Crossley,  
East Sussex 

Easy Peasy

No More 
Tangles

Shell Shock

Clean Sweep
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